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vary both in language and appearance, although they are
all straight-haired, with yellowish skins.
In the western part of the Far North there are peoples of
Finnish origin. The Finnish groups probably represent the
remains of an ancient migration of peoples from the Altai,
across the Urals into the north of the East European Plain,
where they mixed to some extent with Nordic stock. Such
groups are the present-day Komi, Karelians, Voguls, and
Ostyaks. Their hair is black or dark brown, the skin varying
from white to yellow-brown, the cheek-bones are prominent,
and the nose straight or concave. They are of medium
stature.
Occupying territory lying roughly between that of the
Palaeo-Asiatic groups and the groups of Finnish origin are
the peoples commonly known in the past as the Samoyedes,
although now more correctly named Nentsi and Ostyak
Samoyedes. (It must be remembered that in the past traders
often gave these tribes names which were really terms of
abuse or derision, and that only within recent years have their
correct national names been restored to them.) These peoples
seem to have spread northward from the Altai, along the Ob
and the Yenessei, and then to have fanned out along the
shores of the Arctic Ocean, extending to the west as far as
the White Sea. They became mixed with the Ostyaks and
Voguls of Finnish origin, and probably also with the Yenessei
Ostyaks. Hence they are often regarded as a Finnish group/
The Ostyaks are characterized by their medium to short
head-form, straight black hair, sallow skin, broad, flat face
and nose, oblique and narrow eyes. They are usually of short
stature, and rather stout and muscular in appearance.
Mongol and Turkic-Tartar peoples spread northward from
the steppe and partly subdued the inhabitants of the northern
lands. The Turkic group is represented to-day by the Yakuts.
Like the peoples described above, they too were compelled
to move into the forest lands by the pressure of other nomadic
steppe tribes. They are remarkable, however, for the fact
that they have adapted themselves to their new environment
more successfully than any other group which originated in